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Project 
Overview & 
Goals

Understand corridor 
needs and opportunities

Consensus on long‐term 
vision 

Improve freight access
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Corridor Needs
Hwy 13 exceeds traffic 
capacity, causing delays

Several intersections with 
above average crash rate

Not efficient or safe for 
trucks

Pedestrians/bicyclists 
cannot safely move 

Bolton‐Menk.com

Safety Concerns
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Savage Fen Scientific and Natural Area 

640 acres: Largest 
calcareous fen in MN
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1. Challenging corridor 
required different 
approach

2. Physical constraints, 
interacting influences

3. Funding driving specific 
project; influence how 
the corridor evolves

Hwy 13 Challenges

4. Needed tool to address 
corridor vision & 
funded project in one 
process
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Hybrid Environmental Assessment (EA)

Combines concepts and steps of Tier I EIS + traditional EA

Structured approach to achieve corridor vision and first construction project

Two different levels of environmental clearance from one process
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Hybrid EA ‐ Overview 
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1. Approved Hybrid EA of 
corridor vision—two 
levels of design detail 
and environmental 
clearance

2. Stakeholders on same 
page with vision; first 
construction phase 
ready for delivery

3. Benefits of Tier 1 EIS 
for future construction 
phase within corridor 
footprint

Hybrid EA 

What is the 
intended end 
product?
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What is a Corridor Vision?
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Corridor Evaluation

Level 1: 
Yes/No qualitative screening of 
access scenarios using screening 
matrix

Level 2:
Screening of concept scenarios 
against evaluation criteria

Level 3:
Evaluation of corridor‐wide 
concepts again evaluation criteria
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Sketch‐Line Concepts

Bolton‐Menk.com

Alternatives – At‐Grade
Displaced Left‐Turns

Continuous Green T‐Intersections

Signalized Restricted Crossing U‐Turn (RCUT) Intersections
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Echelon

Center Turn Overpass

Divergeabout

High‐T Interchange

Buttonhook 
Interchange

Alternatives –
Hybrid
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Peanut Roundabout 
Interchange

Single‐Point Roundabout 
Interchange

Scissors Ramps

Split Diamond Interchange

Alternatives –
Freeway
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Corridor Footprint
Where did we end up? We chose flexibility

Three corridor visions carried into Hybrid EA
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First Construction Project ‐ Dakota Avenue
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Success: Accelerated a Funded Project
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Success: 
Completed 
Planning 
Process 
within NEPA 
Umbrella
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1. Two levels of clearance

2.

Success: FHWA Decision

EIS not required
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Success: Path for Future Projects
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Thank you! Questions?

Angie Bersaw, AICP
Principal Planner

Angie.Bersaw@bolton‐menk.com

Zach Parsons, PE
Project Engineer

Zach.Parsons@bolton‐menk.com


