
9/9/2026

1

Iowa DOT
Intersection Control Evaluation (ICE) 

Process

2026 ACEC-Iowa + Iowa DOT + FHWA

Iowa Transportation Conference

Chris Poole, Iowa DOT
Mike Forsberg, HDR August 26, 2026

2C O MMUNICA TI N G SAFETY :  Us i ng V i deo and O ut re ac h to  Educ ate  Today ’s  Trave le rs

Introductions

Chris Poole
State Traffic Engineer, Iowa DOT

Mike Forsberg
Senior Traffic Engineer, HDR

I o w a  D O T  I n t e r s e c t i o n  C o n t r o l  E v a l u a t i o n  ( I C E )  P r o c e s s 3

Background

What is ICE?
• Data-driven, performance-based framework

• Objectively screen intersection geometry/control alternatives

• Recommend a single intersection alternative

Industry Support
• FHWA

◦ Webinars, briefs, tools

• AASHTO

• National Cooperative Highway Research Program
◦ Updated guidance and tools

Source: FHWA, 2022

States with ICE Policy/Procedure

State Agency Adoption
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Benefits for Iowa

• Consistent and transparent procedures for alternatives development and evaluation

• Standardized documentation

• Increased awareness of innovative intersection solutions

• Screen/analyze multiple alternatives and identify a recommended intersection alternative

• Implement solutions that balance operations, safety, impacts, and cost

• Supporting justification for decision making
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ICE Applicability in Iowa

Project on the state highway system that:

• Creates a new intersection

• Results in fundamental change to existing 
intersection
◦ Intersection configuration
◦ Type of traffic control
◦ Number of through or left-turn lanes

• Intersections with medium or high PCR

• Not typically applicable for 3R or Super-2 projects

• Likely not required for private developer projects (for now)

District Engineer decision; exemption form if not required
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Iowa DOT ICE Materials

• ICE Manual

• ICE Forms Spreadsheet Tool

• Intersection Alternatives Matrix

• Intersection Alternatives Cost Ranges

• ICE Sample Scope Outline

• ICE Video Training Modules

Find them here:

https://iowadot.gov/ice
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Ready For Use!

Trainings:
• Iowa DOT District and HQ staff trained 

Spring ‘26

• Web-based video training modules 
available Fall ’26

Expected use:
• Simple / rural – DOT staff

• Complex / urban – External partners
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